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Before and after pli

M any of us dream of owning a rustic little

cabin on a secluded Minnesota lake. For some
who are fortunate enough to find one, the rus-
ticity, drafriness, inefficient and poorly thought
out floor plans may leave them scrarching cheir
heads. How can a seasonal kitchen be remod-
cled to accommodate year round living? What
can be done abour a porch on the wrong side of
the structure? How is that muostiness climinat-
ed? Though lingering odors may stimulate
memories of last vear's fish stories, most ¢cabin

owners are more inclined to grab a
can of air freshener than bask in che
sentimental scenes of last summer.
Richard Hardine of Infinity
Design and Ringdahl Architects of
Alexandria and Nisswa offer a creel
full of ideas. Angling for solutions o
muisture problems? Hardine suggests
taking a look under the cabin, ®
of old cabins were built with crawl

lLos

spaces, on cement blocks or concrete
slabs. Adding insulatdon in the crawl

space controls cold air flow and

reduces moisture,” he says.

While mustiness is a relatively
minor ssue, what hooks most cabin
owners on a more involved remodel-
ing project is the reason they acquired
the property: the lake.

“They want a better view of the
lalk s Hardine. “Opening the

es up, combining the kitchen and

g areas, allows for beter social-
iration and a better view. They want

in the door and see the lake”

green

Chou:e E

omeowners and builders across
| ; ! I the country prefer vinyl windows
| : Vinyl is a sustainable, completely
i :
]

recyclable and eco-f ly material

that lasts for d

— minimizing

costly maintenance and replacement.

Americans have installed more than

190 million new and replacement units,

‘re building more every day
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Ask us about Making changes to the floor plan

Same-As-Cash and rraffic path not only makes the
payment options

space more inviting, it adds value and
equity, When the desire to alter the
floor plan and add equity is combined
with the need to upgrade old win-
dows, wiring and plumbing, it's time
o go for the gold and artack the proj-
ect hook, ine and sinker.

Finding an architectural firm with
a boar load of experience may be the
best route when the project is bigger
than a guppy. Hardine's and
Ringdahl's approach in working with
cabin clients and any home owner
looking to tackle a remodeling project
is to listen, plan and listen some more.

They'll also ask lots of guestions:
What are the goals of the project?
What are the needs now and in the
future? What do you like? What fits
yvour lifestyle? Are there constraines o
the electrical or mechanical structure?
Audubon Way 15 How will the neighbors respond to
eter LN your plan? What is the local building

code concerning lakeshore property?
What is the time frame? Do the plans
fit within budger constraints? Can 3D
madeling help visualize the project?
In fishing for the facts, the most
important facet may be to know what
local building codes will allow. These
can vary from county to county, and
some counties follow codes more
strictly than others. A cabin owner
who listens and cares abour the struc-

ture, the site, the environment and the
neighbors also will understand why
the codes are in place. Architects who
care about quality and their reputa-
tions understand the codes and make
recommendations accordingly,

No one wants to get mired down
in the dirty derails. However, plan-
ning prevents problems, and when the

road map is clear the creativity can
wwastructuraiblockinc.com + wnskeystonewalis.com begin. Whether working with the
Avallable al our manulacturing outlet - Poonomical permanset, sasy-to-fnstal sokfin for yourlendscang neses. | oyioring foorprint, adding on or
201 5. Peck St. « Fergus Falls, MN 56537 m@pﬁﬁﬁfﬂmﬂMﬁﬁmm demolishing and building new, there’s
218.739.3344 » 800.426.8162 y e 7 ]

and af these local dealers: % atire o VL aindrics- e ind scrumntily Marichy a sea full of creative options.
Landmark Landscaping, Breckenridy 215-643-8338 | Patio Warld, Fargo FO1-277-8000 “About 60 percent of the time,
Superivr Labeside, Felican Rapids 216-532-2500 | Fatio World, Crand Forks 701-735-3322 existing features are incorporated into
Spaeth Nursery, Meimse 3202564534 | Alex Brick & Stone, Alexmcdria 120-762-0742 the project,” sayvs Hardine. He sug-
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Hemudeling contimued from frage 30

gests using old sand window glass in
new cabiners, re-using sections of
wood floors in entry ways, salvaging
trim and woodwork, Additions can
feature new rafeer tails, woodwork
and other fearures thar
the existing
SITUCTUrE.

In Hardine's expe-
rience, abour 20 per-
cent of the oime, afrer
careful consideration,
the decision is made
totally  demolish  the
existing structure and
build new. Even then,
architectural details can
be saved and incorpo-
rated into the new lake
home, Other times, the

match

existing structure can
be sold and
enough to pay for the excavaton and
foorings of the new home., “It could
cost STO.000 to $20,000) to take it to

moved, generating

the dump. At least once a yvear 1 know
of someone who buys an old house
and moves it to their hunting land,”
says Hardine.

Whether remodeling or building

In fishing for the facts.the most

important facet may be to know

what local building codes will allow.
These can vary from county to
county,and some counties follow

codes more strictly than others.

new, home owners can incorporate
energy efficiency into their plans,
Perhaps a kitchen can be moved w
take advantage of the morning sun,

Intelllgent Des:gn with'a
Sens:tw:tv to our Emnronmeni

Luke.ﬁndHornaWBbﬁom

Adding closed-cell foam insulation
tightens up drafty walls. Planning the
of a
altering window locations allows for
solar gain. If it's a scasonal home, con-

sider low maintenance

orientation new  structure or

siding  to minimize
painting or  staining
duties during

Minnesora's too-short
SUIMMCET.

Regardless of the
scope of your lake home
venture, vour architect
and project manager
should be able w sug-
gest ways o orchestrare
the work to allow on-
going us¢ during the
construction phase so
vou can still have fun in
the summer sun. y

Nancy Leasman is a writer from Long
Frairie,
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